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 Orchid Nutrition for Winter 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

 

 Don’t miss October meeting –AUCTION of 

orchids—starting at $5!!  Masdevallias raffled 

off for only $1  

 

 October meeting will be an IMPORTANT 

MEETING to discuss future of the club! So 

please plan to attend! 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter from 

members are welcomed. Contributions must be submitted by the 

5th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 

newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 

southerntierorchidsociety@gmail.com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

Hello Everyone!  I want to thank those of you who supported our September Auction last month.  Pete 

O’Connell ordered some beautiful orchids for us, Luis did a nice job conducting the auction (as Peter was 

out of town), and Jane Trey and Paula Matienzo did the recording and “check out”.  Unfortunately, we had 

very few members in attendance, with only 10 people bidding on ~150 orchids.  Many of those bidding went 

home with some gorgeous plants, but we still have many left over.   Therefore, we will be conducting a 

“down-sized” auction at our next meeting on Sunday, October 18.  We will be offering the remainder of 

the beautiful orchids (most of them in bloom), with bids starting at only $5 a piece!   We are also putting 

the 40 masdevallias that Pete obtained from the grower in Hawaii up for raffle, for only $1!   So this is 

your opportunity to go home with some beautiful specimens for dirt cheap, and most likely everyone can go 

home with a masdevallia (or two!) for only $1!  Please spread the word, and bring a friend!  This is your 

chance to get great orchids in bloom, at rock-bottom prices!!  

Our next meeting on October 18th, will be a *VERY IMPORTANT MEETING*, as we will have a discussion 

on the future of our club.   As you probably have realized, our membership has declined over the years, 

members are aging out, and we are having problems getting new members to attend meetings.  We have 

fewer and fewer members doing most of the work of the club, and many are getting burned out. We may 

not have enough people or interest to keep the club going.  If you would like to see the club survive, you 

need to attend this important meeting!  We need your input and suggestions for how the club is to 

proceed in the future. 

The weekend of September 26-27 we participated in the Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) 

Orchid Show at the Beaver Lake Nature Center in Baldwinsville.   The CNYOS has faithfully supported us 

with a display at our show every year, so we felt it was important that we make a showing, and support 

their club as well.   Carol Vargason, Jane Trey and I (with assistance from my husband, Jack) traveled up 

Friday afternoon and set up a display, using John Zygmunts` educational displays as our display 

background.  Although CNYOS went home with the blue ribbon, we received many compliments on our 

display. (See the photo below!) Several of our flowering beauties also received ribbons from the judges.  

John Zygmunt and his wife traveled up on Sunday to do the tear-down and clean-up!  Thank you, John!  

Overall, it was a very positive experience, and I encourage more members to participate next year.  It’s a 

beautiful location, and a very nice show, with displays from talented growers and fellow organizations!  

During our October meeting, we will also need to elect a nominating committee. The duty of the 

nominating committee will be to present a slate of 2016 officers and Board members to present at the 

November meeting for December vote. 

I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday, October 18th!   This will be a great opportunity to get some 

beautiful, flowering orchids starting at $5….and also we’ll be discussing the future of our club.  So please 

plan on attending this VERY IMPORTANT meeting!!   

Respectfully, 

Linda Mandeville,   STOS President 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  

 

 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes for September 20, 2015 

Linda Mandeville, President called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM. Linda thanked Ann Quain, the hostess, 

for having the Annual STOS picnic at her house on Aug. 30th.  It was enjoyed by all that attended.      

Linda also welcomed back Bob Howe from his recovery. 

 

First order of business was the approval of the May minutes which were approved and seconded by the 

membership. 

 

Jane Trey, Treasurer, gave the report of the STOS financial status which is $8,836.00. 

 

Old Business- None to report. 

 

New Business -    The CNYOS is having its orchid show Sept. 26th and 27th.  Linda asked for help to set 

up the show table Friday 25th and to tear down Sunday. Volunteers were obtained.  Members were also 

asked to submit their orchids for the display table. 
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Geof Gould spoke on the activities and classes at the Two Rivers Photography Club. He had handouts for 

the information as well as for the Two Rivers Gallery. 

 

Ann Quain talked about next years’ orchid show at the Mall.  A possible April date is being looked at. 

 

Luis Matienzo spoke on the need for candidates at the next meeting.  He then discussed the “rules” for 

the bidding on the orchids. 

 

The bidding was started and many beautiful orchids were purchased. The attendance was low at the 

meeting so there were a good many orchids left over. Some will be put in the CNYOS show.  But, we were 

all proud of Dave Clemens for all the orchids he bid on and purchased.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol Brunnabend, Secretary 

  

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jane Trey, Treasurer, reported that we had a balance of $8,836.00. 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

 

STOS Auction, Continued! 

Due to the very low attendance at our September meeting/auction, we will be conducting an expeditious, 

down-sized auction at our meeting on Sunday, October 18.  There were many beautiful, blooming orchids 

remaining that will be offered for bids starting at only $5 a piece!!  We also have ~40 masdevallias that 

we will be putting on the raffle table, so these will all go for only a $1 raffle ticket!!  This is your chance 

to get some beautiful, blooming plants for dirt cheap!  Please take advantage of this opportunity, and also 

help your club out at the same time!  This will be a “win-win” for all!!   

 

 

 * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Monthly Show Table 

Since we will have a lot of plants for the auction at our October meeting, we request that you wait until 

the meeting in November to bring along plants in flower for our monthly show table.  During meetings in 

November through May, we’d like to share your pride in those orchids that you have coaxed into blooming, 

as well as any other information you’d like to present and discuss with fellow STOS members. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Orchid Nutrition for Winter 

 

Planning for the optimum health and blooms of your orchids through winter and into spring is as important 

as their day-to-day care. Preparing now for orchids’ seasonal nutritional needs can boost their resistance 

to damage from pests, disease and winter temperatures in the coming months. 

 

Overall Health  

Orchids will fare better in encounters with pests, diseases and temperature extremes if they are in a 

good state of overall health. A plant suffering from under or over-fertilizing, or stressed from lack of 

water is much more likely to be injured by any additional strain. 

Orchids grown under less than ideal conditions are more likely to be a target for infection or infestation. 

Make an extra effort now to get plants and their greenhouse or growing area in good shape for the 

shorter, darker days ahead by removing old foliage, weeds and dying flowers. An autumn cleanup can 

minimize or prevent the pest and disease problems that can crop up in the darker and more crowded 

conditions that often characterize the winter growing area. 

 

General Nutrition  

Light levels and temperatures begin to fall at this time of year, and your orchids’ nutritional needs change 

accordingly. Orchid growers can take the following steps now to help prepare their collection for optimal 

health through the months ahead.  

Use a fertilizer low in nitrogen (which should be nitrate nitrogen, not urea nitrogen) and high in potassium; 

the numbers on the label should read something like 10-5-20. Watering and fertilizing should be reduced 

in frequency for the cooler autumn season, and orchids that bloom during the winter and into spring 

should be given a couple of doses of blossom booster in October and November; bloom boosters should 

have a higher middle number, such as 10-50-10. 

Ideally, this change in fertilizer should start by mid-November and continue through the end of January. 

This regime will sacrifice plant growth in December and January in favor of plant protection, but it can 

help keep the plant healthier overall. 

Some growers recommend using Dyna-Gro Pro-TeKt (0-0-3), a liquid nutritional potassium-silicon 

supplement for plants. The product is supposed to improve heat and drought tolerance in orchids, as well 

as boosting their resistance to pests, disease and environmental stress. 

 

Specific Genera  

Seasonal nutritional needs differ among various orchid genera, and may diverge still further depending on 

local climatic conditions in disparate geographic regions. The following guidelines may require modification 

to accommodate individual growing conditions. 

 

Cattleya:  Watering and fertilizing frequency should be reduced, as the plants dry out more slowly in the 

cooler temperatures and shorter days.  

Bud sheaths may yellow at this time of year as temperature fluctuations can cause water to condense 

inside the sheath. Should you notice condensation in the sheath, it should be opened or removed to allow 

the developing buds adequate air circulation and prevent bud blast caused by rots. Simply slit open the 

sheath and carefully peel it down toward the pseudobulb, exercising caution so as not to damage the 

delicate bud primordia within. 
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Dendrobium:  Autumn and winter needs vary according to the species or hybrid parentage in this diverse 

genus. Dendrobium phalaenopsis and Dendrobium canaliculatum hybrids will benefit from a fertilizer with 

a low nitrogen formula for optimal flowering. 

The leaves of Dendrobium nobile types and their hybrids begin to yellow and drop at this time of year in 

preparation for their winter dormancy. Plants should be given plenty of light and good air circulation and 

kept dry from November through February. Mist occasionally if their canes become overly shriveled. 

 

Paphiopedilum:  Generally, these do not require a great deal of fertilizer. This is especially important with 

the cooler-growing bulldog types to reduce nitrogen levels at this time of year for best flowering. (Bulldog 

Paphiopedilums have plain green leaves as opposed to the mottled-leaf types. One of the best-known 

bulldog-type hybrids is Paphiopedilum Winston Churchill.) Watch for water accumulating in the growth 

around the sheath or for late-season warm spells, as either can rot the sheath and destroy the developing 

inflorescence. While Paphiopedilums should not be allowed to dry out entirely, water needs are 

significantly reduced in the cooler days. Overwatering can cause root rot or Erwinia problems. 

 

Phalaenopsis: Growth slows and inflorescences begin to appear. Reduce watering and fertilizing 

frequency, and apply a bloom-boosting fertilizer. Many growers also recommend applications of epsom 

salts (magnesium sulfate) to Phalaenopsis at this time of year to prevent yellowing and loss of lower leaves 

and to enhance blooming. Once buds are evident on the inflorescences, keep temperatures and humidity 

consistent to prevent bud drop. Phalaenopsis grown in the greenhouse are especially prone to bud blast in 

February and early March, when the heat is still coming on at night and the greenhouse temperatures rise 

during the day. 

 

Vanda: Aside from Neofinetia falcata, vandaceous orchids generally do not tolerate autumn and winter’s 

cooler temperatures (below 60° F [16° C]) well and need to be carefully protected from chills. 

Vandaceous orchids still need as much light as possible as the days become shorter and light levels fall. 

Reduce the frequency of fertilizing and watering to accommodate the slower growth period they are 

entering. Starting the first week of October, Julie Rosenberg at R.F. Orchids in Homestead, Florida, 

recommends feeding vandaceous genera a blossom booster fertilizer exclusively, once a week for four to 

six weeks, at 1 teaspoon per gallon of water (15 ml to 3.8 l), with normal watering between. In November, 

begin fertilizing every other week, using a balanced 20-20-20 fertilizer at 1 teaspoon per gallon (15 ml to 

3.8 l), substituting bloom booster every fourth feeding. 

 

Preparing now for orchids’ seasonal nutritional needs can mean happier, healthier and more productive 

plants year round. 

 

By Susan Jones Reprinted from Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Copyright 

American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Upcoming Meetings 

October 18th ~ Annual Auction                               December 20 ~ Annual Holiday Party 

November 15 ~ John Dunkleberger                          

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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