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IN THIS ISSUE 

 Don’t miss our November meeting – Isabel 

Lopatin will be speaking on “Gleaning Hints 

from Orchid Morphology” 

 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

 The nominating committee will present a slate 

of candidates for 2015 at the November 16th 

meeting.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Any contributions, articles, and/or photos for the 

monthly newsletter are appreciated!  Please submit 

any inputs by the first week of the month for 

inclusion in the upcoming newsletter. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter from 

members are welcomed. Contributions must be submitted by the 

5th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 

newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 

southerntierorchidsociety@gmail.com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

Hello Everyone!   

It was so nice to see so many of you in attendance at last month’s meeting!!  Thank you all for your 

enthusiastic participation in support of our organization!  I think we all truly enjoyed Krum Sotirov’s 

program on Orchid Pests and Diseases!  We all learned a lot of information that will be very helpful in our 

struggles with the pests and diseases that afflict our orchids!  

Our November meeting agenda includes the nomination of officers for 2015.   The election and voting will 

take place during our December meeting, with the new officers taking over the first of the year.  If you 

are interested in holding an office, you are more than welcome to do so!  Just speak to one of the 

members of the nominating committee to have your name added to the ballot.   

Be sure to attend our meeting on November 16th, as we are very fortunate to have Isabel Lopatin offering 

a program on "Gleaning Hints from Orchid Morphology".  I’m sure it will be a very interesting and 

informative discussion!  So please be sure to mark November 16th on your calendars!!   

We look forward to seeing you at our November 16th! Meeting! Remember to bring your family and 

friends!!  New members are always welcome!!!    Also, please keep in mind that December will be our annual 

Holiday Feast!!   

Linda Mandeville 

STOS President 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes for October 19 

Linda Mandeville, the President of The Southern Tier Orchid Society, called our meeting to order at 2:10 

pm.  The first order of business was the approval of minutes from our last meeting in September.  The 

minutes were accepted and approved by the general membership. 

  

Jane Trey, Treasurer, listed a balance of $9,478.00, currently in our treasury.  Jane told us that we 

made $1,400 at our auction in September. 

  

In keeping with that theme, Linda thanked Peter O’Connell for ordering the plants for our auction and Luis 

Matienzo for helping Peter with keeping the auction moving, along with the invaluable bookkeeping,  

accounting and tracking expertise of Jane Trey.  Mention was made that several guests and a PA Garden 

Club came to the auction, which in part, accounted for our success in sales and camaraderie among all 

present. 

  

The CYNOS Orchid Show was held a few weeks ago, and because of efforts by Linda, our president, John 

Zygmunt and his wife, Jane Trey, our Treasurer, among a few others, a representative table and display 

were set up at the venue.  Our own John Zygmunt won a blue ribbon for one of his entries.  Congrats, 

John.  Thank you to one and all who participated! 

  

New Business was next on the agenda.  Because more of us need to  help to keep our meetings and all that 

it entails running equitably,  we need to be more assertive in sharing responsibilities for setting up our 

refreshment table and making the general area where we meet,  STOS ready.    Please help set up chairs 
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for presentations, set up space for the equipment.  We need help.  Please volunteer.  Everyone’s 

contribution matters!   We ALL do a fine job in providing refreshments!  Thank you one AND all for your 

graciousness in providing delicious “food stuffs”.  It is appreciated! 

  

Next month we need to elect new officers and one new board member.  A committee was set up to 

“search” for volunteers.  And, lo and behold for, we not only have a committee in place but they have 

already provided us with candidates for consideration.  Paula Matienzo, Carol Vargason and Carol 

Brunnabend are the committee.  Those members who have volunteered for consideration are as follows:   

Carol Vargason, Vice President, Carol Brunnabend for Secretary and Dave Clemens for an officer position.  

Linda Mandeville and Jane Trey have said they will keep their current positions if the membership votes 

for them to resume current positions.   Please come to our next meeting on the 16th of November for 

more information or to voice your opinion. 

  

Bob Howe made mention that a Genesee Orchid Society member is selling her orchids.  The sale will 

commence October 20th.  Ann Mulligan can be reached at a location to be provided upon request by 

interested parties. 

  

New Business was next.  Peter O’Connell mentioned a few items for sales that were left over from our 

auction.  They will be included in the raffle to be held next, if no one purchases them first.  The raffle 

was next while we helped ourselves to the sustenance provided by our fellow club members.  Thank you, 

once again! 

  

The Show Table was next.  Many of us brought orchid treasures for member adulation.  Orchids offered 

for our pleasure were brought in by:  Luis, Colin, Linda, Bob H and Bob R.  John, Chris, Carol V and Carol 

Brunnabend as well as Greta also talked about their orchids. 

  

The last section of meeting was the time set aside for our speaker.  The very knowledgeable and friendly, 

Krum Sotirov spoke about “Pests and Diseases”.  Mr. Sotirov was born in Bulgaria and served in the USA 

Armed Forces as a Medic.   Among his credentials:   The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, London where he 

was responsible for fully one sixth of the botanicals. Among his slides were pictures of orchids that were 

in need of “re-birth”.  He offered help in diagnostics and treatment.  Mr. Sotirov pointed out that orchids 

come from conditions that are anything but sterile, in the wild, in countries where they thrive.  Animals, 

plants, diseases, floods and humans are only a part of what comes into the life cycle of orchids. 

  

His list, (by size) of that which can kill orchids, are as follows:  viruses, bacteria, fungi, insects, snails, 

vertebrates and humans!  He offered, for our consideration, what we can do, instead of “throwing out” our 

sick orchids.    He noted that people get better, when ill, so will your orchids! 

  

He offered the following help: - Virus treatment-prevent transmission, control aphids and clean your 

tools.  Orchid viruses do NOT fly.  Bacteria:  High temperature and high humidity are a haven for 

bacteria to grow.  Keep your orchids in an environment with temperatures from 55 degree to no higher 

than 90 degrees.  Circulate the air. 

  

Mr. Sotirov reiterated many times that you need to know what’s good for you particular orchids and 

proceed accordingly, as the first step in treating illnesses/bacteria.  You may need to improve circulation 

in their environment and certainly control pests.  You may need to cut out the “sick” part of the plant 

(clean tools, each time).  You may want to powder their wounds with cinnamon or charcoal in powder form. 
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Do NOT water your plants late at night.  Your flowers should be watered during the day so they can dry 

out.  Use sticky fly-type traps to kill flying insects. 
  

In summing up:  Mechanical removal, traps, predators and chemical methods should be used as necessary.  

Aside from all of this, do not harm your orchids by too much TLC.  Do not water too much, too often.  Let 

your plants dry in between. 

  

We thanked our presenter and invited him back.  The meeting concluded about 4:30 pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Browne, Secretary  

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jane Trey, treasurer, reported that we have a balance of $9,478.00 in the treasury.  Jane reported that 

we made $1,400 at our auction in September!  Fantastic!! 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

November Speaker 

Be sure to attend our November meeting!  Isabel Lopatin will be offering a presentation on "Gleaning 

Hints from Orchid Morphology", which will give orchid growers a basis for figuring out cultural 

needs based on the structure and habits of the plant.  For example, some orchids have pseudobulbs while 

others don't.  What does this tell us about how to cultivate the plant?  Things are rarely that simple, 

though, so we'll also touch on morphology combined with the climate of the native habitat.  There will be 

plenty of discussion as the talk goes on.  We'll look at slides, plants that Isabel brings to demonstrate 

some concepts, and the plants on the show table.  Isabel will also bring plants to sell, including small 

species and Cattleya hybrids that have previously bloomed.   

 

Isabel lives in Cold Spring, NY, where she grows several hundred orchids in two parts of her house.  One 

is a bright, tiled landing that can get as cold as 43 on winter nights.  The other is a finished basement 

room where the thermostat is set at 57 but is warmed during the day by the T5 fixtures that illuminate 

the orchids.  Isabel is the Manager of Administration & Technology at Glynwood, a nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to ensure that agriculture thrives in the Hudson Valley.    

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  

Q&A from the AOS Website 

Q. 

Jewel Orchids 
I purchased a Ludisia orchid at a home show for its pretty leaves. It has now sent out stems that are 
growing taller and taller but I cannot tell if there will be an orchid flower at the end of each stem. Also, will 
the flowers have a scent and how long will the flowers last? When can I transplant it to a new pot and is a 
special potting medium necessary? — Teddie Tasch  



 November 2014 5 

 A.  

Ludisia (syn. Haemaria) discolor is the Latin name for what are opularly known as jewel orchids. In 2010, 
tere was a good series appearing in the AOS magazine, Orchids, written by Leon Glicenstein. Each rosette of 
leaves will have a tallish inflorescence of white blooms in winter, which, to my knowledge, are not fragrant. 
The flowers, which are not particularly long-lasting, open in sequence, prolonging the overall display. After 

flowering, stems having leaves can be rooted as cuttings in pots having terrestrial mix, or the plant can be 
transplanted if it needs the space. Keep evenly moist year round in a medium similar to one you might use 
for African violets or other terrestrial houseplants. —  

Ned Nash 
 

 
Ludisia discolor showing foliage. 
photo © 2003 Greg Allikas 
 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Upcoming Meetings 

November 16 ~ Isabel Lopatin 

December 21 ~ Annual Holiday Party 

January 18 ~ TBA 

February 15 ~ TBA 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Refreshment Volunteers 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be shared 

among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming meetings, so be sure to 

sign up if you haven’t already. Just let Jane Trey know if you can help. Her contact info is on the front 

page. 

Current refreshments list includes: 

November 16 ~ We Need Your Help!                 December 21 ~ Everyone! 

January 18 ~ We Need Your Help!                    February 15 ~ We Need Your Help 


