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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello orchid society members,      

The Board and I miss meeting and talking orchids with you all! Since the pandemic will be here for a while longer 
we plan to start having virtual meetings via the Zoom platform. It’s the next best thing to being there! Our first 
Zoom meeting will be on October 25, 2-4pm. Note that this is a week later than our normal meeting date of the 
third Sunday of the month.  If all goes well we plan to have Zoom meetings in November and December on the 
third Sunday of each month. You should have already received an email about this meeting and how to use Zoom. 
If you have never used it, now is the time to learn something new! If you have not received an email, please email 
us at southerntierorchidsociety@yahoo.com.

We do have several items of business to take care of this fall, and also we plan some fun! First order of business is 
the Bylaws update. The board has been working on this for several months and we are ready to present it to the 
membership for a vote. All paid-up members will receive a copy of the Bylaws via email. We will have time at the 
Zoom meeting on Oct 25 to discuss any concerns anyone has of the Bylaws changes.  Voting via email will follow.

We are working on having a speaker at one of the next meetings this fall. This is a good reason to attend the 
October meeting to get the hang of Zoom.  Many clubs are having online speakers at their meetings. We are also 
planning to hold an online ‘silent’ type auction in November. This is not quite as fun as a live auction, but there will 
be bidding and a chance to get some new orchids.

Other business is the upcoming elections.  We are in need of a Vice-President and 2 more Members at Large for the 
board.  Please consider running for one of these positions.  They aren’t a lot of work but are a good opportunity to 
learn how our organization works and to get to know more members. Our board meetings will be via Zoom. Send 
us an email if you are interested southerntierorchidsociety@yahoo.com

I am looking forward to seeing everyone, even via Zoom, so I hope most of you can attend. The meeting will be 
at the normal time, 2:00, but may end a bit early. We will have a ‘Show Table’ where you can hold your blooming 
beauties in front of your camera and tell us about them. And ample time for anyone to ask questions or tell stories 
or whatever moves you.

See you all soon!

- Carol Bayles, President

AOS ORCHIDS MAGAZINE
I have six back issues of AOS ORCHIDS magazine just waiting for you to open and be surprised! Each 
magazine is wrapped in plastic and sealed. I do not know which issue is in each. If you are interested in 
borrowing a copy of ORCHIDS, please send me your name and address and I will forward it to you via 
postal service free of charge. 

First come, first serve. Please return the copy of the club’s magazine when we resume in-person meetings. 
In the meantime, enjoy one of the latest ORCHIDS magazines with its beautiful photographs and helpful 
articles.

Interested? Send your mailing address to me at magee.bernice@gmail.com  

- Bernice Magee, AOS Representative

mailto:magee.bernice%40gmail.com?subject=AOS%20Orchid%20Magazine
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TREASURER’S REPORT
All paid 2020 memberships will be extended through 2021.  No expenses 
were incurred this month.  Since May, our bank account has earned $28 in 
dividends.

-Jane Trey, Treasurer   

IN MEMORIAM - DAVE CLEMENS
We are deeply saddened to learn that one of 
our past STOS presidents, Dave Clemens, died 
earlier this month. David and his wife Carol 
were instrumental in the growth of our club 
and orchid shows and also served as hosts to 
orchid judges in the past years.  Dave was a 
Lifetime Member of STOS.

“David and Carol had been close friends to 
Paula and me and we sadly reflect upon his 
passing. He will be missed.”
    -Luis Matienzo                                 

Several long-term members expressed similar sentiments. For a full obituary 
or to send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of David H. Clemens 
please visit https://www.tuttleyeisleyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/David-
Clemens-2/#!/Obituary

ANOTHER OPEN POSITION
Besides officers and board members, the club is in need of a Newsletter 
Editor.  Renee will be stepping down at the end of the year (or sooner, if 
possible).  Renee has done a great job and we are all very appreciative of her 
efforts.  Thank you Renee!  If anyone has some computer skills and would 
like to give this a try, email us at southerntierorchidsociety@yahoo.com.

SEPTEMBER’S QUESTION OF THE MONTH 
Last issue we asked everyone to tell us “What is your favorite orchid and why? Here 
are some of your responses:

Jane Trey: Paph Petula’s Magic, which was my very first slipper orchid. Blooms 
almost every winter with beautiful wine-colored blooms that last three 
months.  (But a close second is my phal cornu-cervi).

Carol Bayles: My favorite orchid is Cattleya Jose Marti ‘Mothers’ Favorite’ .  It 
is a large white cat that produces wonderfully scented flowers every spring. 
It is the orchid I have owned the longest so it must be very tolerant. A close 
second is Phrag. Besseae ‘Firehot’

Continued on next page...

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

From your collection, which orchid is your favorite and why? 
If you don’t have an absolute favorite, pick one you like that has a good 
story behind it.  We hope to hear from all of you.
Email your answer to Southerntierorchidsociety@yahoo.com

https://www.tuttleyeisleyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/David-Clemens-2/#!/Obituary
https://www.tuttleyeisleyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/David-Clemens-2/#!/Obituary
mailto:Southerntierorchidsociety%40yahoo.com?subject=


Pete O’Connell: Wow! So many to choose from.  Maybe the 
orchid I started with in 1958 when first visiting my grandparents 
in Florida. I begged and Gramma gave me a piece of one hanging 
in her live oak. Huge ball of blossoms. I am pretty sure it is the 
species Cattleya percivaliana. It was in a few shows and I may 
have even brought it to a repotting clinic. I still have a piece, it 
suffered in the move (to Florida) but is recovering. 

Or C. Minerva’Soini’JC/AOS  Named for my 
Mother and awarded at our show.  I have 
bloomed this one twice down here. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN YOUR ROOTS?
Perhaps you are an avid genealogist who wants to learn about your ancestral roots – where and with 
whom your ancestry began and how it spread. This summer I learned about a different kind of roots - those 
belonging to the parts of an orchid plant. We all give much attention to the flowers of orchids, but there is 
much to appreciate and admire about lowly roots.

Rio’s Telstar Sunset is a vanda/ascocenda in my orchid collection which I’ve had for many years. Because 
it had become gangly and ceased to flower, I reluctantly cut off the top of the plant below three, healthy 
aerial roots. After recovering and growing in sphagnum moss for several months, the plant began to send 
roots over the side of the pot and it was time to repot.

This is where I took a leap of faith. Instead of repotting in orchid mix, I opted to mount in a basket. It would 
have been nice to consult with others at our May potting clinic, but with that opportunity on hold, I gave it 
my best try. I secured the plant in a hanging basket with wire, hung it outside, and watered it every day. It 
thrived under those conditions and today has many vigorous bare roots as well as new leaves. Its “ancestral 
roots” are Vanda tessellata x Ascda. Sunkist.

Aside from the plumpness of the roots due to the healthy outer layer called velamen, I have had the 
opportunity to observe and study the role of the essential core of the root called stele. Having listened to 
our Feb. 2020 guest speaker, Greg Griffiss, talk about orchid roots and the importance of the inner wiry part 
of the root, I refrained from cutting two long roots which lacked velamen in patches of 2 inches and allowed 
them to continue to nourish the plant. Consequently, one root extended a new growth which has attached 
itself to the basket.

Roots never cease to amaze me. Of the three components of an orchid plant - roots, leaves, and flowers – I 
find roots to be my primary focus right now. They are the lifeblood of a plant. Do you have a story to tell 
about which part of an orchid plant you find awe-inspiring? Tell us about it.

- Bernice Magee, AOS Representative

Or one Mom 
had in her 
kitchen window 
as long as I can 
remember and I 
was given when 
she died 10 
years ago. It is 
blooming for the 
first time since 
then this week.   



A VIRTUAL DISPLAY OF FLOWERING PLANTS AT OUR HOME - L.J. Matienzo

The plants flowering under lights at home are species. These include a couple of miniatures and another 
reliable species. Since these are species, notice that their genera and names are properly written using italic 
lettering and their accepted names have been verified using the World Check List of Flowering Plants (Kew 
Gardens).

Stelis superbiens:

This is true miniature with triangular flowers and in the past was also known as stelis 
vulcanica. This species is found from Mexico (Chiapas) all the way to Bolivia in South 
America. The flowers can vary in color from dusty pink to yellow. The short lived flowers 
appear at any time of the year on multi-floral spikes and they are about ¼ of an inch in 
width individually. The plant prefers to grow in sphagnum moss or tree fern.               

Scaphosepalum breve

This is another South American miniature of cloud forests. It flowers almost all of 
the time if happy in sphagnum moss. The genus name refers to the appearance 
of extensions that resemble an inverted canoe (scaphos) and breve refers to 
shorter extensions as compared to other species of the same genus. Notice 
that the flower shows a reddish appendage up front.

Stenoglottis longifolia

This is a terrestrial South African 
species from Natal province that 
flowers this time of the year. 
If we attempt to translate the 
name of this plant from Latin 
we find out that it means “a 
plant with flowers containing 
narrow tongues and a base of 
long leaves” (see my pictures 
on the right, flowers are ¼ inch 
across). The flowering display is 
quite striking and my plant has 
7 spikes right now. If you grow this plant you should be aware that its 
leaves drop after flowering and it goes dormant for two months before 
new growths appear. This species was originally described by Hooker 
in Curtis Botanical Magazine (vol. 171, 7168(189I)) and I include the 
original image. Doing some research on this species I also found out 
that the plant is also reported to exist in Republica Saharaui (south of 
Morocco) as attested by the stamp this republic issued in 1991. So it 
appears that seeds of this plant may have traveled from Natal (shores 
of the Indian Ocean) about 4700 miles away and across the Sahara 
desert to the shores of the Atlantic Ocean or the plant existed across 
Africa before the formation of the Sahara desert about 7 million years 
ago.            Stenoglottis longifolia Hook.f., Bot. Mag. 117: t. 

7186 (1891)



VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE

John Zygmunt

John Zygmunt

John Zygmunt

John Zygmunt



VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE (CONTINUED)

Oncdm. Burgundian ‘Too Sweet’  - Jane Trey

John Zygmunt

John Zygmunt

Blc Rustic Spots    Opens up red then turns orange  - Jane Trey



VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE (CONTINUED)

Anticipation #1 Phrag. Sorcerer’s Apprentice (‘Trinity’ AM/RHS x Sunset 
Glow ‘Weitas Creek’) from Main St Orchids at the CNYOS show Oct 2019  
-Carol Bayles

Miltassia Dark Star ‘Orchidworks’    From our May 2019 
repotting clinic  - Jane Trey

Anticipation #2 Phrag. Besseae ‘Firehot’ (‘Ozone’ x ‘Eat my Dust’) 
purchased at the STOS Orchid Show April 2015  -Carol Bayles

Ianclarkara Cheyenne Marie `Pink Ice’, it is in the zygo family.  
- Laurel Shaefer



VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE (CONTINUED)

Brassia Centabarbeia, this is the second spike this year - one in May and 
one now.  - Laurel Shaefer

ctsm Kay Lowe Sofia Altragracia Mangolis x ctsm Dark Odyssey 
- Laurel Shaefer

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  (Dates are subject to change)

Oct 25 - STOS Meeting on Zoom (Need the link? Email us at southerntierorchidsociety@yahoo.com.)

Nov 12 - Bylaws voting deadline

Nov 15 - STOS Meeting on Zoom, possible speaker

Nov 15-20 - Fall online auction

Nov 21-22 - Plant Pickup at Jane’s house

Dec 13 - Deadline for voting in election of officers

Dec 20 - STOS Meeting on Zoom, alternate speaker date


